GENIUS AND CHARACTER
''Nowadays, it would seem, you make sketches
of plays for others to elaborate.''
"You are referring to the Napoleon drama?
Let me tell you how that came about. Having
read your Napoleon, I sent for Forzano and said
to him: 'If no one has as yet made the proceedings
at the Champ de Mai in the spring of 1815 the
theme of a play, a great chance has been missed.'
Thereupon I drafted a scenario. After reading a
book on Cavour, I did the same thing in the
case of the tragedy of Villafranca. The general
view has been that this drama keeps too
close to history to be regarded as imaginative
writing."
"I know the play," said L "When, ten years
ago, my Bismarck play was staged in Germany,
I was torn to pieces by the critics, but the drama
had a run of more than a thousand nights, for
the public was eager to learn. Apropos, I am
surprised you have not made more use of the
cinema for propaganda purposes. The fascist film
which has been shown abroad is a worthless
affair."
"The Russians set us a good example
there," answered Mussolini. "Soon we shall
have more money to spare for the cinemas.
To-day the film is the strongest available
weapon/*
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